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award and ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking him for his work, past, present and
future, on behalf of the people of North Caro-
lina.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE JOHN L.
BURTON TRIAL ACT

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, today, along with the majority of
California’s House delegation, | am introducing
legislation to name a trail in a northern Cali-
fornia redwood grove after former State Sen-
ate President John Burton.

With this legislation, we are honoring our
former colleague in the House for his pivotal
role in the landmark 1999 state-Federal agree-
ment to protect the ancient redwoods of the
Headwaters Forest Reserve.

In addition to being a great ally for those
who have needed a helping hand, John Bur-
ton has been a powerful advocate for environ-
mental values throughout his time in public
service. His work to protect this important red-
wood forest was just one of the many high-
lights of his inspiring career.

Among other accomplishments, he was in-
strumental in forcing a debate over the appro-
priate use of the Headwaters. That debate
eventually led to a 1999 negotiated agreement
through which the Federal and State govern-
ments were able to protect a total of 7,400
acres.

That agreement was not only a victory for
these threatened old-growth trees and all the
fish and wildlife living in this ecosystem. It was
a victory for all of us: generations in the future,
Americans will be able to visit this amazing
natural landscape.

Under this bill, all future maps of the Re-
serve will include the “John L. Burton Trail”
designation, ensuring that visitors to the an-
cient redwoods are aware of Burton’s leader-
ship to help save the grove from destruction.

| look forward to the speedy passage of this
non-controversial legislation to properly recog-
nize John Burton for just one of his many con-
tributions to the state of California and our
country.

————

HONORING FIRST PLACE WINNERS
OF EXPLORAVISION AWARDS

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize two very bright young men
from the Eleventh Congressional District of
Ohio, Alec Lai and Atreya Rajagopalan. These
two students from Hawken Middle School in
Lyndhurst, Ohio received first place honors in
the Exploravision Awards.

Exploravision is a competition for students
of all interest, skill, and ability levels in grades
K-12. The purpose of the competition is to en-
courage students to combine their imagina-
tions with the tools of science to create and
explore a vision of a future technology.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Alec and Atreya’s project was titled “Visible-
Light Photocatalysis,” this technology is in-
tended to be used to clean and detoxify water
and air, to create self-cleaning walls, and to
prevent bacteria contamination and spreading.
Their project was selected as a regional win-
ner and then given the first place award for
the middle level (grades 7-9) at the national
competition.

| am very proud to say that such creative
young men from my district have been hon-
ored so greatly. They are part of the next gen-
eration of great minds that keeps our country
leading in the field of new and profound ideas.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, while many of
us think that exploitive child labor is no longer
a problem in the United States; the sad fact is
that some of the most exploitative forms of
child labor continue to occur in our country. In
farm fields and in fast-food restaurants all over
this country, employers are breaking the law
by hiring under-age children and making them
work in hazardous conditions.

In fact, the Child Labor Coalition (CLC), a
consortium of over 30 non-profits and non
government organizations (NGO’s) has a new
report that shows how the Administration has
failed to meet its obligations to eliminate the
worst forms of child labor in our country. This
extraordinary report, which | urge all of my col-
leagues to read, is titled Protecting Working
Children in the Untied States—Is the Govern-
ment’s Indifference to the Safety and Health of
Working Children Violating an International
Treaty? | request the executive summary of
this report and the recommendations made by
the CLC be placed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

The CLC’s report details four specific devel-
opments that have occurred in the five years
since the United States ratified the Inter-
national Labor Organization Convention 182
Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Ac-
tion for Elimination of the Worst Forms of
Child Labor (a/k/a ILO Convention 182), which
raise serious concerns as to whether or not
the United States remains compliant with its
ILO 182 obligations.

Mr. Speaker, | am sure you agree with me
that the United States must remain committed
to enforcing its international obligations. That
is why | am pleased to announce that along
with 25 of our colleagues, today | am intro-
ducing the Youth Worker Protection Act
(YWPA), legislation that would erase any
doubt whether the United States is in compli-
ance with its ILO 182 obligations.

Among the worst forms of child labor that
the signers of the ILO 182 agreed to prohibit
and eliminate included work which, by its na-
ture and the circumstances in which it is car-
ried out, is likely to harm the health, safety or
morals of children. The United States regu-
lates these types of practices through regula-
tions known as Hazardous Orders (HOs) that
are issued by the Secretary of Labor. These
regulations are amended from time to time as
new information becomes available or when
revisions are recommended.
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Despite numerous changes in our nation’s
economy, these HOs have not been substan-
tially changed or revised for over thirty-years.
Even more troubling is that because of the law
creates a difference for the rules governing
Agriculture and non-agriculture employment,
the HO’s contain numerous anomalies, includ-
ing the fact that a 16-year-old worker can use
a power driven circular saw if they’re working
on the farm—but not if they’re working in the
shop.

Mr. Speaker, | can only assume that the De-
partment of Labor recognized that it had not
substantially revised the Hazardous Orders,
and that this recognition was the impetus be-
hind the Department's commissioning of the
National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) to engage a detailed analysis
of the HOs. After a comprehensive view of in-
jury data and scientific literature NIOSH’s rec-
ommended revising existing HOs as well as
the creation of some new orders.

The NIOSH report was completed more
than three years ago and unfortunately the
Department of Labor has taken zero action on
NIOSH’s recommendations, including such
common-sense proposals such as revising the
rules on children whose employment involves
construction work, using chainsaws, or oper-
ating dangerous motorized vehicles.

Given the gravity of the fact that more than
200,000 youth are injured in the workplace
every year, and a young person is killed while
working in this county once every five days,
this inaction is inexcusable and inappropriate.
The Youth Worker Protection Act would imple-
ment the NIOSH recommendations into Law
ensuring that our nation’s children are pre-
vented from working in hazardous jobs and
keeping America compliant with ILO 182.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to ensuring that the
United States is in compliance with its inter-
national obligations to end the worst forms of
child labor, the YWPA also takes crucial steps
to modernize America’s child labor laws to re-
flect the changed nature of America’s econ-
omy since our child labor laws were enacted
nearly 70 years ago.

In some ways kids today are working just as
long as their “Mill Children” predecessors, es-
pecially when one considers the hours a stu-
dent is in school. Mr. Speaker, the average
time a student is in class is about 7 hours a
day, or 35 hours a week. This does not in-
clude additional time for extracurricular activi-
ties or homework. Going to school is almost a
full-time job itself. Therefore, in addition to de-
voting a minimum of 35 hours a week to their
schoolwork, many high-school students are
also working 30 to 40 hours a week for some
of America’s largest corporations, often work-
ing well past midnight while simultaneously
trying to balance school requirements. When
one combines the hours some of today’s
teens are at school with their hours at work,
the 70-hour workweek is still in place.

Mr. Speaker, research clearly indicates that
working more than 20 hours a week in addi-
tion to a normal school schedule has a nega-
tive effect on student's academic progress.
Additional studies show that children who work
long hours also tend to use more alcohol and
drugs, which is why the YWPA creates com-
mon-sense limits on the hours that students
can work during the school year.

Mr. Speaker, my legislation will reduce the
problem of children working long hours when
school is in session, and it strengthens exist-
ing limitations on the number of hours children
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